
My Neighborhood
How to Tell Your Story

My Neighborhood is intended to be a toolkit, online, primarily for upper middle school and 
high school students to produce stories of their own neighborhoods as independent projects 
for school credit.  However, the language and “tone” of the presentation would be adapted 
for consumption by a general audience.

Accompanying this (page 3 & 4) is a sequence of introductions to the six parts of the toolkit: 
(1) Getting Started; (2) Shaping the Narrative; (3) The Interview; (4) The Power of 
Pictures; (5) Venturing into Video; and (6) Putting It All Together.

The toolkit will be built upon interviews with producers involved in the development of the 
Columbus Neighborhood documentaries.  The interviews will be recorded in a studio at 
WOSU@COSI.  The interview questions will address the six topics identified, above.  Using 
the responses as the basic narrative, each segment will be clarified by sequences from 
Columbus Neighborhoods to illustrate the points.  Below are key interview questions.

Getting Started
1. How did you begin the work on the documentary?
2. What were your primary resources?  What were the most valuable resources?
3. How did you gain access to the materials you needed?
4. Would you weigh the relative importance of document research vs. talking to people?
5. How do you prioritize the importance of the resources you have compiled?

Shaping the Narrative
1. How did you decide on the focus of the documentary?  How do I decide on the focus 

of my story?
2. Should I write a script before I record anything?  
3. What about point-of-view?  Should I tell the story in the first person or assume the 

role of a narrator?

The Interview
1. How did you decide who has to be interviewed on camera?
2. How did you prepare the interviewees for the interview?
3. Did you give the questions to the interviewees in advance?
4. I know it is important to listen and to follow up.  Any guidance on when enough is 

enough follow-up?
5. What are the most important things to remember when recording an audio 

interview?
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The Power of Pictures
1. How did you get access to historic photos?
2. When I can’t take photos out of archives, how do I capture them?
3. How can I present photo sequences in interesting ways?

Venturing into Video
1. I have very little experience shooting video.  Should I skip it all together?  
2. When is it important to use video?
3. What are the two or three rules an amateur like me cannot violate?
4. How do I handle a video interview when I only have one camera?

Putting It All Together
1. I am not familiar with any of the free editing programs.  Do I have to use one or can 

I get away without editing if I just have a set of pictures and some text or an 
extended interview?

2. I know that your editing process is pretty involved?  Still, are there basic tips you can 
share that would apply to the work of a beginner?

3. How does the editing style change a story?
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My Neighborhood
How to Tell Your Story

The bicentennial of Columbus, Ohio in 2012 was the impetus for Columbus Neighborhoods, 
WOSU Public Media’s multimedia, public engagement project that captures the history and 
cultural significance of the many communities that make up the city.  The project was 
instructive to the producers—fertile ground to uncover and discover what defines each neighborhood 
and to translate fresh insights into engaging stories. This toolkit shares some of the lessons of the 
project with the hope that it would help you tell the story of your own neighborhood.

Telling your story could be as simple as a collection of photos with explanatory text or recorded 
interviews with key people about significant aspects of the community; or, it could be more involved 
as a profile on video of the fascinating neighborhood you call home.
 
Getting Started 
What makes your neighborhood unique?  What is it known for?  Who are the people who 
have shaped it and made it what it is today?

Talk to your neighbors!  They could have valuable information to share.  

Visit the local library. Investigate available sources—historical records and documents, 
photos, other artifacts

Visit the local historical society to look for historical records and documents, photos and 
other artifacts

Shaping the Narrative

Decide on your focus—early history; an important period or era; the neighborhood now; an 
influential person; a personal connection or memento; a personal tribute or appreciation; an 
artifact or historical objects that your family owns.   Jot down your ideas—anticipating the 
sequence of presentation and listing what you would need to tell the story—text, pictures, 
interviews, video.  Sounds like a rough script, right?  Whatever it’s called, it will help you 
organize and visualize.

The Interview
An Interview or two could anchor your story.  

Prepare a list of key questions to ask.  The most important skill for an interviewer is 
listening well.  Follow-up questions will have you flesh out the narrative.

A usable interview is determined by the quality of the sound.  Whatever device you use to 
capture the responses, place the microphone as close to the interviewee as possible and 
minimize any noise that may distract from the voice recording. 
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The Power of Pictures
A picture is an immediate connection—answering who, where, when, sometimes how and 
why within a frame.  A series of pictures could tell a compelling story, wordlessly!  Unleash 
your creativity in selecting, enhancing and presenting photos. 

Venturing into Video 
The lure of using video for storytelling is hard to resist. It seems as easy as tapping on the 
camera icon of a smart phone or pressing the record button of a digital camcorder. But, it’s 
a little more involved than that. Framing, movement, lighting and, yes, audio are basic 
considerations.
 
Putting It All Together
Remember the rough script we mentioned earlier?  This is where it helps.  You are now 
putting the pieces of your neighborhood puzzle together.  You may already be familiar with 
the basic editing program available for free on a Mac or a PC and have learned the lingo and 
the processes they represent—importing, timeline, transitions, exporting.  The program also 
tells you how to sweeten your story with music, title and credits.  Good luck!
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